
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER January 2026 -  

Newsletter Editor – Brian Flint getfamilyflint@gmail.com 
 

The next Meeting will be on Friday 6th February 2026 

 
Subscriptions are due 

 (£25 for full members, £10 for partners). Club meetings remain at £2. It will be helpful to Linda if you can pay as 
soon as possible. 

 
January Meeting 
Many thanks to Gary for his excellent demonstration on bowl turning, it was much appreciated by 
all.  The club wishes everyone a Happy New Year.   
 

Competition Results 
“Open Entry” judged by  Terry Spruce 
 

A Class B Class 
1st Boris Stepanovs               1st Ian Lewis 
2nd Norman Sales                2nd Brian Flint 
3rd Martin Payne                 3rd Jacquie Brady 

 
Saturday Demonstration 
Mick Hanbury has been booked for Saturday 18th April 2026. It was decided to keep cost at £20 
and bring your own lunch (tea and coffee provided). More details to follow. 
 
February Meeting 
A “hands on” evening on bowl turning. All three club lathes will be out and hopefully we will have 
a lot of participation from the members. Wood will be supplied. You can bring your own tools if 
you prefer them.   
 
The February Competition is for a Bowl. 
 

Joke of the month 
I will do my best to continue the high standard Martin has set with his jokes, so here goes.  One 
long (rambling) joke and a couple of short sharp jokes.  Christmas / Winter theme jokes seem 
appropriate. 
 
A very cold winter indeed! 
A young First Nations chief in Canada has just taken over leadership of his tribe, and wants to do 
the very best for his people. Since it is autumn, he tells them they should gather firewood for the 
coming winter, so they start to do that. But the young chief still has doubts - what if they don't 
stockpile enough?  
 



He decides to call Environment Canada to see what their winter forecast is. The meteorologist who 
answers the phone tells him "Our indications are it will be a very cold winter." 
 
The young chief is concerned, so he counsels his people to gather even more wood, which they do. 
The young chief is still worried, though, so he calls back Environment Canada to verify the winter 
forecast. The meteorologist tells him "We've just updated the winter forecast - it's going to be 
colder than usual - a very, very cold winter!" 
 
Now thoroughly alarmed, the chief issues an important directive to his people - it is going to be a 
severe winter, so gather and stockpile as much wood as possible. The whole tribe springs into 
action and puts in the maximum effort to collecting firewood. 
 
The poor young chief is nearly beside himself with worry for his people, so he calls Environment 
Canada one more time hoping for some better news. "I'm sorry, but it looks like this will be the 
worst winter on record!" the meteorologist tells him. Despairing, but kind of curious, the young 
chief asks the meteorologist "How do you know this?" 
 
The meteorologist answers: "Well, the weather data is a bit unclear, but the First Nations people 
are gathering firewood like crazy!" 
 
 
I hear they have had 2 feet of snow in Norden. 
 

 
 

 
 
Did you hear about the dyslexic devil worhipper.  They sold their soul to Santa. 
 
You Tube 
 
I personally like the simplicity of the work produced by Rude Osolnik.  Find a link here to a video 
that gives a bit of background on him  Rude Osolnik - Seeking art over utility  
 
Rude is one of the pioneers of wood-turning who made the transition from traditional functional 
items like kitchen bowls to artistic creations that had no use other than being beautiful. Mr. Rude 
Osolnik (1915-2001) is considered the father of the candleholder, the weed pot, and the natural 
edge bowl. When one of his students asked him how he could become a good turner, Osolnik's 
response was "to stand at the lathe." 
 



  
 
His original pieces are not cheap.  Think 250 pounds upwards for a pair of candlesticks. 
 

 
 
 


